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PreS-Gr 3-Bonnie Lockhart's first album for children is an enjoyable combination of folk, ethnic, and original compositions, all featuring the singer's pleasant soprano. A chorus of child vocalists backs up Lockhart on several songs, including the jaunty "In My Family's House," which features superb banjo, guitar, and fiddle playing. "Tootsie in the Moonlight" is a traditional singing game from Trinidad with evocative steel drums. "La Bella Hortelana" is a lovely traditional Mexican song sung in Spanish in two-part harmony. A number of songs feature Lockhart's delightful sense of humor, as in "A Boy and a Bear" where a bear tries to figure out what it does best. "Sea Lions Bark" is a fun song featuring that wonderful folk tradition of singing in rounds; here, it's a four-person round. Some songs subtly impart lessons to young listeners, such as "Water Cycle," a beautiful original composition with poetic imagery and two-part harmony all about water conservation. "Ricki Ticki," subtitled "The Ballad of Emergent Curriculum," tells the story of a lost bunny through repetition and sequencing. "Who Were the Witches" explains how witches are well-versed in plant lore and healing, and should be viewed with admiration. Rock 'n' roll piano backs up "When I Feel Mad," which explains that it's better to express anger verbally than by hurting someone. The album ends with a superbly rendered bedtime song, "The Road to Sleep." The musicians and backing vocalists do an excellent job of supporting Lockhart. Hopefully this is the first of many albums she records for children. 
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